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On another occasion, a worthy old qasha, or priest,
Qasha Tuma by name, better known for his straight shooting
than for his learning, turned up to interview Mr. Browne;
assured him of his attachment to the English, and asked
if there was nothing he could do to serve him.

" Certainly, Qasha," said the Englishman; " gather the
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boys of your village and teach a school; I will find you
books enough."
" Nay Rabbi, that is quite beyond me. It is as much as
I can do to read the services. But, if there was anyone
whom you wished shot now, I should be delighted to under-
take the job!"
Mar Shimun is accustomed to think of himself rather as
Chief of his nation than as Patriarch of its Church (or to be
accurate, not to separate those two offices in his mind);